
How have I assessed this in the past?
What worked? What was a struggle?

What is an additional option I can
provide for students to demonstrate

their learning?

In what ways can/will I use formative
assessment and/or student self-assessment

to monitor progress?

They aren’t interested in the content
They struggle to put in effort/persist when learning is
challenging
They struggle with emotional capacity

There is a lack of ways for students to perceive the information
Vocabulary and language were a challenge for students
Students struggled to see the connection to previous learning

IDENTIFY BARRIERS TO HOW THEY LEARN

REMOVING BARRIERS TO
SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS

IDENTIFY FIRM GOALS

Remember, research suggests that 2-4 = sweet spot for choice (Patall, Cooper & Robinson, 2008). 

NOVAK EDUCATION

What is the learning goal(s) for this lesson and/or unit?
Separate them into content (knowledge) and method
(product/process) standards.

STEP 1

IDENTIFY BARRIERS TO ENGAGEMENT

STEP 2

STEP 3

How have students learned this in the
past? What has worked? What has not?

Possible adjustments? 

What is one additional way in a
different mode than before that
students can learn the material?

What have I done that has
worked/helped?

How can I include self-assessment,
self-reflection, or engagement with

the learning goals?

How can I more deliberately
connect this to their lives to

enhance engagement?

How might I empower students to self-
discover resources and materials on their

own that help them learn the content?

IDENTIFY BARRIERS TO HOW THEY
DEMONSTRATE THEIR LEARNING

There were no varied methods for response/one pathway to
demonstrate their learning 
Students needed models or examples to help them see what
success looks like and to help them set goals
Students needed prompts and graphic organizers to help them
focus their thinking in order to demonstrate their learning

STEP 4

Complete a graphic orgnizer at https://bit.ly/barrier-removal-graphic-organizer

Provides opportunities for
students to craft their own goals

as they work toward those
objectives.

http://novakeducation.com/
http://novakeducation.com/

